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Visitors may board the Paul Bunyan–

MOAM honored by GPCF grants
Always doing financial good for the community, the
Greater Polson Community Foundation, (GPCF) has
smiled on us twice. Just today, June 30, GPCF donated
matching funds of $2,000 for a project grant for
restoration work on the Paul Bunyan boat so visitors
may board it safely in the future.
The GPCF also gifted us with a check for $3,000 as
a trust based grant “to do with as we desire.” We will
discuss the most appropriate use of this generous grant
when our board meets in July.

“Best Museum” braves pandemic
Greetings from myself and the staff at what more and more
visitors are calling “the best museum” they have ever visited.
In contrast to the negativity in the world and in America, we
offer a fresh and positive glimpse into the goodness of
America. Yes, because we are historically correct, we do
exhibit things from the mistakes we have made also. We call
that the dark side. In spite of our mistakes, we have been the
most generous nation on earth, and our displays show that too.
It’s been a crazy quarter with the pandemics of spring 2020.
You may wonder how we have fared. We did take a financial
hit of over $10,000 from normal door receipts. Visitation took
a real hit with a couple of weeks down to about four visitors
and we are still not getting any international clients.
However we were able to survive because of the generosity
of our financial friends, using our money wisely, and preparing
for slack times.
While we still need to enlarge the endowment fund
substantially, (for when I pass), the museum is stable and
holding its own with no outstanding debt. We have been richly
blessed.
We’ve been averaging five to six calls a day for about
three weeks asking if we are open, and of course we are
open daily from 9 to 5.
Last week there was excellent visitation. Marj keeps
busy sterilizing touch areas and cleaning restrooms.
While there have been no Canadian visitors or
international visitors since the pandemic, we have been
able to bring our state count up to 46, which, all things
considered, is better than we hoped for.

Founder’s wisdom relevant today
Ben Franklin said, “A nation of men [mankind] who have
with a negative connotation. That’s why the
been taught to know and prize the rights which God has given
message of the Miracle of America
them, cannot be enslaved. It is in the region of ignorance that
Museum is so important. To be realistic, we
tyranny begins.” In a nutshell, that has been and is the mission
are at a critical stage in our nation’s history,
of this museum. We are unique in our method to teach the
to retrieve our constitutional republic, or to
beauty and visionary wisdom of our
succumb to socialism that
United States Constitution, free
so many are clamoring for.
“It is in the region of
enterprise and related freedoms all
We urge you, on your next
dependent on individual and collective
or first visit here, while viewing some of our
ignorance that tyranny
responsibility. It is heartwarming to
priceless heirlooms, that you take a moment
begins.” – Benjamin Franklin to read the accompanying captions and see if
witness parents or grandparents using
the antiques that we have woven into the
you can feel the spirit of those who sacrificed
exhibits symbolically to teach the
on our behalf. Some of our educational
younger generations the principles which made America so
displays clearly illustrate the true principles of Americanism.
great. Indeed, those nations which have followed the example
So while recognizing and mentioning the negatives that
of the founding fathers, have also flourished.
abound, we do have a very POSITIVE approach and answer to
Is the phrase, “Those that don’t learn from history are
our dilemma.
destined to repeat it,” meaningful? It seems to always be used

Donors step up – Matching funds are available and boost Endowment
I am afraid of missing donors’ names, but I must take that
risk and at least try and include everyone. I must point out one
person because of the novel way of helping out.
Dave Sergent of Jacksonville, Oregon discovered that
companies where he was formerly employed, and still owns
stock in, would match employees’ donations to non-profits.
As a result of his generous , $1,000 donation, Dave pulled in
another $1,000 of matching funds. That, plus other generous
Cash donors:
George and Brenda Brimhall
Bill Hutchins,
Marty Michelsen
S. Ann Ross,
Kathryn L. Johnson
Bob and Sharon Fulton
Richard “Dick” Christopher
Irv and Mimi Milheim
Carl Skabronski
Whitefish Credit Union
Glacier Bank
Donna Rolfson Trust
Eric and Carolyn Hall

donors, have allowed us to deposit another $5,000 into the
Miracle of America Museum Endowment Fund. Any size is
appreciated and helps.
I will attempt to list other donors, not necessarily in
financial or alphabetical order. Some have donated using the
Facebook-GoFundMe method; others have helped us by using
Amazon Smile, where you would select Miracle of America
Story Inc. as our charity name.

Grace Larson
Robert and Maggie K. Nickisch
Rod Johnson/Fidelity Title Agency
of Lake County
Kathy Smith
Lee and Naomi Barta
Mike and Mary Jane Siegford
Stella Ross
Debra K. Bronner (in memory of
Dean Greiner)
Steven and Dora Davis
Willie and Susy Aders
Frank and Lulu Stock
Ralph Westermann

Walmart
Diane Larson
Jack Collins.
Individual and family donors:
James Dawson
Butch Steward
Victoria Weinhandl
Butch Steward
Our tip jar occasionally shows a
few 10s and 20s, so we take that as
a pat on the back.
Thank you and apologies to those
I might have missed.

We salute our Members and Donors
Annual Support Levels: Single $50; Family $100; Corporate $200; Life $1,000
Membership includes free admission, newsletter and discount in our Gift Shop, plus
the satisfaction that you are supporting our mission to preserve history.

MISCELLANEOUS DONATIONS
Item donations keep coming in and
chief picker Howard Hudson keeps his
eye out for unique and rare items.
Accordingly we’ve been able to add to
our Montana history, and Glacier Park
library because of books and souvenirs
he’s found.

Now Picture this—Carol Burton
brought in a cute little Coronet “Midget”
16 mm plus a large Ansco bellows
Deltax Wollensak, (pictured at right) and
Montana history booklets.
Just when you think that will be all
that comes in for the quarter, something

pulling a button, the lid would pop up to
give you a comfortable swivel seat. Well,
at least it would be more comfortable
than kneeling on the cold damp ground.

else comes shooting in the door. John
Englert donated a fairly rare duck
hunting box and a couple of boxes of
shotgun shells. The Queen revolving seat
and shooters box were unique in that you
could carry your shells and your lunch
out to your favorite hunting blind and by

MISCELLANEOUS DONATIONS
“Wood” you look at this?
By far the largest item donated this
last quarter was from William and
Bette Samsel: Nine vintage chain saws
in very nice condition. But the crown
jewel was an air cooled engine Ottawa
Drag Saw along with its sales catalog/
operators manual. I urge everyone to
view this online so you see it in full
color. The Ottawa Company spared no
expense in publishing beautiful
advertising.

Leonard Hall donated a large
Boeing B29 Super Fortress poster. We
display both sides of it within our recreated WWII bomber barracks.

Lest We Forget . . .

Col. Robert and RuthiE Neilan
(Helen’s sister) visited Omaha Beach and
sent us a container of sand from the beach.
After all these years, the sand was washed
clean of the blood of those brave souls who
had made it red in fighting against tyranny.

Image from WWII Veteran Jim Pagnini-Omaha
Beach Story on YouTube.
Below: Canadian Press map of D-Day invasion.

The largest kraut cutter I have ever
seen was donated by Karen Wood. This
48-inch long cabbage-slicing tool was
missing the slide box, but woodworking
volunteer Gene DeCarlo built a nice
and correct looking one for it.

Front and back of the 50th Anniversary
Boeing B29 Superfortress poster.

Easy and secure ways to support MOAM
We encourage people to shop at home, but when you shop
using Amazon Smile and wish to select MOAM as your
charity, note that we are listed as Miracle of America Story
Inc.

Occasionally someone will set up a GoFundMe option on
our Facebook page. We appreciate this also, and Facebook
users may see that option from time to time.

Our needs are simple: One small church
We have just enough room on the property to build an old
fashioned church if anyone or a group would
like to finance it.
We already have a large bell, an organ, a
couple of pews, a couple of stained glass
windows, and numerous books and hymnals.
That would give us more room for a recent gift
facilitated by Donna Maddux. She brought in
seven large family bibles dating from 1806 to
1913 donated in memory of John Otis by his
wife Cheryl Hyland. Inside of several were
family genealogies which we hope to copy and
give to the genealogy society.

Newsletter layout courtesy of
Carmine Mowbray of

This newsletter may be viewed online. Please go to our
website and click the Newsletter tab for clearer color photos:
Miracleofamericamuseum.org

MOAM donations and
memberships make
thoughtful gifts!

Local Art Gallery features Gil’s work

Help MOAM preserve history for posterity. You can
choose any amount and it is entirely tax deductible to the
extent of the law. Your contribution goes into the MOAM
Endowment, or your choice of projects, in the recipient’s
name. Browse our Gift shop — Many Montana-made items,
and every purchase helps us fulfill our mission.

The Sandpiper Art Gallery and Gifts at 306 Main in
Polson features varied local artists in their seasonal Art
Shows. The current show runs through July 11 and is called
“Birds & The Big Sky.” Gil found time to create four
sculptures for the show, one of which is a unique depiction
of hummingbirds. We encourage everyone to shop locally,
and the Sandpiper has a lovely selection of locally made art,
pottery, jewelry and cards and many other attractive items.

We’re open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. all year long
in spite of closures. We consider ourselves
“Essential Service” in teaching our
upcoming generations about the importance
of the US Constitution.Watch our Facebook
page for updates.

You are cordially invited to bring your family and friends
to Live History days, July 18 and 19, 2020
For a safe, outdoor opportunity to see
living history!
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